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12th December 1910.

PROCEEDINGS OF INQUEST
held upon the body of

William George Robertson

Naval Depot

Williamstown.

Received at the Crown Lawn Offices,

R.H.Cole.  Coroner.

PROCEEDINGS BEFORE CORONERS

INQUISITION

A

n INQUISITION for our Sovereign Lord King George V., taken at the Naval Depot, Williamstown in the State of Victoria, the 12th day of December A.D. 1910 in the first year of the reign of our said Lord the King, by me Robert Hodgson Cole, gentleman, a Coroner of our Lord the King for the said State, upon the view of the body of William George Robertson then and there lying dead.

Having inquired upon the part of our Lord the King when, where, how, and by what means the said William George Robertson came by his death, I say that on the 10th day of December 1910 at sea some eight miles south of Port Phillip Heads whilst in the discharge of his duty on board the destroyer His Majestys [sic] Australian Steamship Yarra William George Robertson fell overboard and was drowned.  The fall was due to syncope from heart disease.  I find that the death was due to accident.

VICTORIA POLICE.  (47)
Williamstown Station Melbourne Police District


10 Decr 1910

Report of Thos [Thomas] Ceurtin Sgt [Sergeant] 3230.

Relative to the death of William George Robertson.

I have to report that William George Robertson fell overboard from the Destroyer “Yarra” ten miles outside the heads about 12 noon today.

Mr Robertson was picked up immediately and it was then found he had been injured.  Shortly after Drs Esler & James boarded the Yarra and examined the patient.  Mr Robertson died just before Williamstown was reached and Dr James has given a Certificate that deceased died from fracture of the skull.  The body was brought on to Williamstown and now lies at the Naval Depot.

It’s not known how deceased fell overboard; There are now suspicious circumstances connected with the death.  Deceased held the rank of Lieutenant Engineer on board.


[signed] Thos. Ceurtin Sgt 3230

Coroners [sic] Inquest

Thomas Wyburn Biddlecombe on his oath states:  I am Lieutenant Commander on board the Destroyer Yarra.  I went home to England on the 27th of May 1909.  Deceased was well known to me; he went home in the same ship and worked with me in Glasgow Scotland from middle of March 1910 until leaving England.  We came out on the same ship and messed together.  I saw deceased every day.  He was in fairly good health.  At no time did I notice any despondency but he used to worry over his work.  I remember about 12 noon on Saturday the 10th inst I then heard a cry of man overboard and I saw deceased picked up by the boats [sic] crew.  I saw deceased placed on board.  I did not notice any marks on the body.  The face was black.

Deceased’s wife met him in Adelaide.  His personal effects are still locked up on board.

Deceased did not occupy the same lodgings as me in Glasgow but we lived close to each other.  As far as I know deceased lived a good life in Scotland.  I never knew deceased to have any fits.  Deceased was a teetoller.
The destroyer was when deceased was picked up about 8 miles south of Port Phillip Heads.  We were steaming about 13 knots.  The sea was moderate.  There was some swell.  The deceased was concerned about the steering gear which had given us some trouble during the voyage.  He was probably aft on purpose to see this gear before we entered the harbour.  He did not take to himself any blame for the wrong working of the gear.  I never knew him to have a fit.  I have heard of him having attacks of giddiness.  I do not think his worry over his work had affected his mind.  I could not say whether he was dead or not when taken on board.


[signed] T. W. Biddlecombe


Lieut Commdr

Taken and Sworn before me the 12th day

of December 1910 at Williamstown

Robert H Cole

Coroner.

Coroners [sic] Inquest

John Bernard Doherty states; I am an able seaman on board the destroyer ‘Yarra’.  I knew deceased.  He was Lieutenant Engineer on board.  On Saturday last about 12 noon when the Yarra was about 10 miles outside the Heads I saw deceased in the water.  He did not have a move in him.  I sung out Man overboard away sea boats [sic] crew.  A boat was lowered and deceased was picked up.  In my opinion deceased was about ten minutes in the water.  About a minute before I saw deceased in the water I saw him sitting by himself on the tiller casing smoking.  I saw the body when it was placed on board and noticed that his face was black.  I did not notice any cuts or marks on the body.  There was a bruise on the forehead.  I went down into the heads to make water.  He was sitting upon the casing smoking.  It was 11.56 am.  I stayed about a minute.  When I came up I heard the splash and saw the body in the water abreast of the rudder on the starboard side.  His cap was two feet away him
 cover upwards.  The body was about 3 feet from the side.  He was floating face upwards.  His arms out to the full extent.  Legs also out similarly.  His face had then a darker colour.  He was got on board in about ten minutes from the time the boat was lowered.

[signed] J. B. Doherty
Taken and Sworn before me the 12th day

of December 1910 at Williamstown

Robert H Cole

Coroner.

Norman Sangster [states; I was] on board the Yarra.  [I] knew deceased.  I saw him on board the Yarra after he was picked out of the water.  He was unconscious.  I used artificial respiration and worked with him until George Wm [William] Randall sick berth Stewart [sic] came on board from the Parramatta.

I found the attendants were endeavouring to restore respiration by artificial methods.  I continued until Drs James & Esler arrived on board.  There was no signs of life.  The face was very purple.  There were two marks on upper end  of forehead as if his head came in contact with some hard substance.  His false teeth were missing and there were abrasions up the front of his legs and tighs [sic-thighs].

CORONER’S INQUEST.

This Deponent James Michael Semmens on his oath saith, I am a Chief Inspector residing at Clark St South St. Kilda.

I have seen the body of deceased.  I identify it as that of my brother in law William George Robertson aged 52 years.  He was an Engineer Lieutenant in the Australian Navy.  I last saw him alive in May 1909.  He was then in good health.  He had not suffered from any disease.  I had had letters from him.  Lately my wife his sister had letters from him.  In them he seemed cheerful.  I know of no circumstances which would lead me to think he contemplated suicide.  His wife met him at Adelaide.  They spent two days together.  They were on the best of terms.

[signed] J M Semmens

Taken and Sworn before me the 12th day

of December 1910 at Williamstown

Robert H Cole

Coroner.

CORONER’S INQUEST.

This Deponent William Arthur James on his oath saith, I am a Medical Practitioner residing at Wellington St Kew.

At 12.45 pm on 10 12 [December] 1910 I saw deceased on the destroyer Yarra.  He was lying as the dead face hard & cold body & limbs loose & the crew were then doing everything to restore animation.  There was no sign of life.  We tried every means to restore him but he was unresponsive to treatment.  I think he was dead when brought on board out of the water.


[signed] W A James

Taken and Sworn before me the 12th day

of December 1910 at Williamstown

Robert H Cole

Coroner.

CORONER’S INQUEST.

This Deponent Crawford Henry Mollison on his oath saith, I am a legally qualified Surgeon residing at Melbourne.

On the 11th inst. at the Naval depot Williamstown I made a post mortem examination of the body of William George Robertson.

The body is that of a short elderly man, it was well nourished.

Rigor mortis was still present and post mortem staining was well marked

There was large areas of dry yellowish brown herniated skin over the front of the chest and thighs and calves

There was a bruise in the right upper eyelid, the skin on the nose was bruised and there was some bruising on his scalp towards the back of the head.

In moving the body a quantity of fluid ran out of the mouth & Nose, the nails were livid 

The large vein of the neck & chest contained dark fluid blood.  The left external jugular vein had been opened and there was some saturation of blood in the tissues around. The heart cavities contained a little fluid blood.  The valvular orifices were not dilated.  The aorta showed some stenosis.  Both coronary arteries showed marked calcification and obstruction.  The pericardial lining of the left ventricle was thickened and there were firm white fibroid bands in the ? [muscle] ?.

The right lung was adherent to the chest wall.  The left one was rather distended.  Their substance was congested and liquified with rotting fluid.  The windpipe was somewhat congested.  The bronchial tubes contained froth.

The stomach contained dark fluid mixed with food.

The liver and kidneys were congested.

The membranes on the surface of the brain were somewhat thickened and congested.  There was an excess of fluid beneath them.  There was no injury to the brain or skull.

Death was due to suffocation from drowning and disease of the coronary arteries of the heart.  I think he probably had an attack of syncope owing to the marked arterial disease which might in itself have been total and then when he fell into the water he inhaled some water.  In both causes brought about his death.  The bruises on the head might have been due to hitting the rudder as he fell.  The other marks were due to measures taken to restore animation or was post mortem.  The brain was not healthy.  He was liable to sudden death from heart disease.  I think he was dead when brought aboard.


[signed] Crawford H Mollison

Taken and Sworn before me the 12th day

of December 1910 at Williamstown

Robert H Cole

Coroner.

� this word has been altered to “him” original word cannot be deciphered





